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The Chairperson, 

Fellow Cabinet Ministers here present, 

Secretary for Industry, Commerce and Enterprise Development, 

Mrs. A. Shonhiwa 

President of the Motor Industry Association of Zimbabwe, Mr. S. 

Shamba, 

Immediate past President of the Motor Industry Association of 

Zimbabwe, Mr. L. Gwara, 

Members of the Cabinet Committee on Industry and Economic 

Development 

Members of the Parliamentary Portfolio on Foreign Affairs, 

Industry and Commerce 

Senior Government Officials here present, 

Members of the Motor Industry Association of Zimbabwe, 

Captains of Industry and Commerce, 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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OPENING REMARKS 

Let me first of all express my heartfelt appreciation for the honour 

bestowed upon me to officiate at this auspicious occasion in the history 

of the Motor Industry in Zimbabwe. We are gathered here today to 

witness the launch of the Zimbabwe Motor Industry Development Policy 

(ZMIDP) (2018 – 2030), courtesy of the benevolence of the Motor 

Industry Association of Zimbabwe (MIAZ).  

 

MIAZ has supported the development of the policy whole-heartedly in 

all respects, including content of the policy and financially. Before I go 

any further with my address, I would like to thank MIAZ for what they 

have done to make this event possible.   

 

You will recall that on 15 February 2018, we gathered at the Holiday Inn 

Hotel, supposedly for the launch of this same policy, at that time the 

document was not yet printed.  We now have the document. 

 

It is MIAZ who took it upon themselves to ensure that a proper 

document worth of presentation at such an historic event like this was 

produced. As you can all witness, today we have a proper document that 

befits the status of such a grand occasion. I am proud of you MIAZ. I 

wish if all associations could emulate the good work that you have 
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displayed throughout the long journey we have travelled together till 

today. 

 

RATIONALE FOR THE ZMIDP  

 

As you are aware, the motor industry in Zimbabwe has been in existence 

for over 50 years now, and has historically proved to be a strategic 

sector in terms of meeting the motor vehicle needs of the economy, 

employment creation, value addition and significant contribution to 

GDP. Over the past 15-20 years, however, the industry lost its 

dominance in supplying the local market with its automotive 

requirements, having been overtaken by foreign produced vehicles, 

components and spare parts.     

As the influx of cheap imported second hand vehicles, components and 

spares flooded the market at the expense of the local assemblers and 

component manufacturers, the result was a complete shift from locally 

assembled to imported vehicles.  As a consequence, motor vehicle 

imports gobbled on average US$500 million per year in foreign 

currency during the period 2009 to 2014, mainly on second hand 

vehicles. 

From the highest level of over 20 000 units per year in 1997 to between 

5 000 and 6 000 units per year in 2009, Zimbabwe’s market for new 
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vehicles shrunk significantly, whilst second hand vehicle sales increased 

to over 60 000.  

 

Distinguished Guests, 

You are aware that Zimbabwe used to have a vibrant component sector, 

supplying batteries, tyres, glass, springs, paint and chemicals, among 

other things to motor industry sector. All these accessories disappeared 

as the local new motor vehicles market continuously shrunk. In view of 

these facts, the development of the ZMIDP, whose launch we are 

gathered here today to witness was imperative in order to revive this 

important sector of the economy.  

NEW OPTIMISM FOR THE REVIVAL OF THE MOTOR 

INDUSTRY 

 

The launch of the ZMIDP comes at an opportune moment, when there is 

a new political dispensation fully supportive of business growth and 

development. In order to achieve a sustainable economic growth 

trajectory, the new administration has deemed it imperative to put in 

place conditions that are favourable to business to achieve efficiency, 

inclusive growth and poverty alleviation.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
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The motor industry is at the heart of any economy as it provides 

essential transport service.  Our transport systems had lagged way 

behind those of other countries, and an enabling policy in the form of the 

ZMIDP that we are launching here today will go a long way in guiding 

and directing the growth and development of this critical sector. 

 

I am proud to inform you that the process that led to the development of 

this policy was consultative and participatory in nature, involving not 

less than fifty (50) stakeholders in the motor industry. These include 

vehicle assemblers, vehicle importers, component manufacturers and 

importers, car dealers/second hand vehicle importers and motor cycle 

assemblers and importers.  

 

Apart from giving pertinence and direction of where the sector needs to 

go, it is envisaged that the policy will boost investor confidence, thereby 

attracting both domestic and foreign investments which the sector is in 

dire need of.  The policy is intended to run from 2018 to 2030, with a 

provision for a mid-term review after the first five years. 

 

MAJOR POLICY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
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The strategic vision of the policy is to spearhead the revival and 

development of the motor industry sector in Zimbabwe to a level where 

it is benchmarked with other sectors of the economy. The policy also 

seeks to promote investment into the assembly of vehicles from CKD 

and SKD kits, in addition to promoting downstream local industries such 

as suppliers of tyres, batteries, glass, paint, chemicals, solvents, springs, 

steel, seat foams, seat covers, and wood.   

 

The ZMIDP is based on six key strategies, namely:  

 Assembly of Semi Knocked Down (SKD) and Completely 

Knocked Down (CKD) kits;  

 Government Support, such as direct government purchases of new 

locally assembled vehicles, offering investment finance at 

affordable rates and export incentives to vehicle assemblers, and as 

well as customer hire purchase finance to stimulate demand;  

 Control on second hand vehicle imports;  

 Categorization and regulation of the motor industry;  

 Development of the motor industry Value Chain and Clusters. 

 

POLICY IMPLEMENTATION SUCCESS INDICATORS 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
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The success of implementation of this policy will be measured against 

the ability to achieve the following:  

 Development of the local motor industry to a level where it is 

100% self-sufficient in terms of the supply of automotive and 

components requirements by 2030;  

 Increase in capacity utilization of car assemblers from the current 

levels of less than 10% to 100% of installed capacity by 2030;  

 Creation of employment in the motor and downstream industries of 

20 000 people by 2030; and  

 Increased utilization of available local raw materials and 

components in the vehicle assembling process from the current 

10% to 40% by 2030. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Let me conclude by bringing your attention to the relevance of the 

ZMIDP to the achievement of the Government’s vision to transform 

Zimbabwe into a middle income country by 2030. This coincides with 

the duration of the policy document, i.e from 2018 – 20130. This 

definitely gives us confidence and optimism in a very big way in as far 

as the implementation of this policy is concerned.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
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It will be disrespectful of me to end my remarks without thanking the 

MIAZ once again for funding this event and making this day a success.   

Your continued support and commitment in partnering the Ministry 

throughout the development of this important policy document is greatly 

appreciated and applauded.  

Last but not least, I would like to thank everyone here present for 

leaving your busy schedules to be with us this morning. That is a great 

sacrifice that I have to recognize.    

With these few remarks, l declare the Motor Industry Development 

Policy (2018-2030) officially launched. 

 

I thank you 

 

Tatenda 

 

Siyabonga. 

 

 

 


